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To

The Principal Secretary (Forests)

All State /Union Territory Governimenls

Sub: Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest pirposs under Hie Porest
(Conservation) Act, 1980- Simplified pnuwhnp for grart if perinisaiian fel felling o

trees standing on fotest land to be diverted [or exsculitn of linear prrajeets: 1oy

Sir,

I am directed to say that guidelines issued under the Forest (Conservalion) Act, 1914
provides that forestry clearance will be given in two stages. Tn 14 alags, e prepersal shall
be agreed to in principle in which usually the conditions relating ta Hanafar and imitation of
equivalent non-forest land for compensatory afforestation and reallzation of tunds tor
raising compensatory afforestation thereof and NI'V ele, are stipulated aid aftey recsiph of
compliance report from the State Government in regpect of the stipulated conditions, fagmal
approval under the afore-mentioned Act is issued, Central Governmant while ageordinly in-
principle approval stipulates a condition that Hll yeceipt of the formal/ final appreval of the
Central Government, transfer of forest land to the User Agency shall noft be affected by the
State Government.

This Ministry has received rapresentation to relax the above conditions in respest of
projects involving linear diversion of foresi land and allow the n5ef agency to fell trees
standing on the forest land even before grant of formal/final approval by the Central
Government once the conditiens relating to transfer and mutation of acpalvalent non-forest
land for compénsatory afforestation, wherover required and funde for NIV and ralslng
compensatory afforestation etc, ate complied with. st

The matter has been examitied in this Ministry and aftes careful considetation with o
view to facilitate speedy execution of projects involving linear diversion of forest land such
as laying of new roads, wideninig of existing highways, transmission lines, water supply
lines, optic fiber cabling, railway lines etc, the Central Governmant hereby decides that for
linear projects of National Highways Authority of India (NHAT), iorder Roads Organization
(BRO), Central Public Works Department (CPWD), Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH), Ministry of Railways, and various other central agancles, in-principle
approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 may be deemed as the working
permission for troe cutting and _commencement of workg If the required funds for
mpensatory afforestation, NPV, wildlife cnﬁervamm;ﬂcn of dwarf speeles of
medicinal plants, and all such other compensatory levies specified In the in-prineiple
approval are realised from the user agency. In case of linear projects of other user agencies,
in“principle approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 may be desmed as the
worKing permission for tree cutting and commencement of work, if the r
compensatory levies as above, stipulated in the in-pﬂndml are realised from the
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user agency and where ncessary, for compensatary atforustation, transfer and mviation of
non-forest/ revenye forest land in tavour af Grats Forest Dﬂp;,-lm&m is aflected,

_ The State Governments, in such cases will seek avil obtain ftem the Central
Govemument final/ formal approval under the Torast (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion
of such forest land at the earliest, and in any case not later than five years from the date of
grant of the in-principle approval.

This issues with approval of the competent authority.




